Cessna 172 Pre-Flight Checklist

1. Cabin

a. ARROW  (Airworthy, Registration, Radio, Operator.hand.book, Weights & balance)

b. Control Lock - Remove

c. Ignition Switch OFF
d. Master Switch ON
e. Fuel Quantity Indicators

f. Flaps Full, Check Proper Extension

g. Master Switch -- OFF 

h. Fuel Selector Valve -- BOTH 

2. Left Fuselage

a. Baggage Door -- CLOSED and LOCKED 

b. Missing Rivets, Dents
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Empennage

3. Left Elevator

a. Leading Edge

b. Trailing Edge

c. Bolts in Hinge

d. Free Clear Movement

4. Rudder

a. Control Cables Both Sides

b. Bolts in Hinge

c. Trailing Edge

d. Trim Tab

e. Remove Tie Down

5. Right Elevator

a. Trailing Edge

b. Bolts in Hinge

c. Free Clear Movement

d. Trim Tab

e. Leading Edge

6. Right Fuselage

a. Missing Rivets, Dents

b. ELT Antenna

7. Right Wing 

a. Trailing Edge 

b. Flap – Bolts in Hinge, Twist Control Rod, In the Tracks  

c. Aileron – Pins in Hinge, Freedom of Movement, Right Down/ Left Up  

d. Main Wheel Tire – inflation, Flat Spots 

e. Brakes – Cracks, pad wear  

f. Fuel Sump – Color Grade, Water 

g. Cabin Air Intake -- CHECK for blockage 

h. Leading Edge

i. Remove Tie Down

j. Check Fuel Tank Quantity
8. Nose 

a. Engine Oil Level -- CHECK, do not operate with less than 5 quarts. Fill to 7 quarts for extended flight 

b. Fuel Strainer -- DRAIN for 4 seconds, CHECK CLOSED 

c. Propeller and spinner -- CHECK for nicks and security 

d. Alternator belt -- CHECK for tightness 

e. Carburetor Air Filter -- CHECK for blockage 

f. Landing Light -- CHECK for condition and cleanliness 

g. Nose wheel Strut and Tire -- CHECK for proper inflation and security 

h. Static Source Opening -- CHECK for blockage 

9. Left Wing 

a. Remove Tie Down
b. Check Fuel Tank Quantity

c. Pitot Tube – Blockage -Drain hole

d. Fuel Overflow

e. Leading Edge

f. Aileron – Pins in Hinge, Freedom of Movement, Right Down/ Left Up  

g. Flap – Bolts in Hinge, Twist Control Rod, In the Tracks  

h. Trailing Edge

i. Main Wheel Tire – inflation, Flat Spots 

j. Brakes – Cracks, pad wear  

k. Fuel Sump – Color Grade, Water 

10. BEFORE STARTING ENGINE 

a. Preflight Inspection -- COMPLETE 

b. Passenger Briefing -- COMPLETE 

c. Seats, Belts, Shoulder Harnesses -- ADJUST and LOCK 

d. Radios, Electrical Equipment, Avionics Power Switch -- OFF 

e. Circuit Breakers -- CHECK IN 

11. STARTING ENGINE 

a. Fuel Selector Valve -- BOTH 

b. Mixture – Full Rich 

c. Carburetor Heat -- COLD 

d. Prime -- AS REQUIRED, IN, and LOCKED 

e. Throttle -- OPEN 1/2 INCH 

f. Brakes – Apply and Hold

g. Propeller Area – “Clear Prop” 

h. Master Switch -- ON 

i. Ignition Switch -- START (RELEASE when engine starts) 

j. Throttle -- ADJUST for 1000 RPM or less 

k. Oil Pressure & Ammeters – CHECK

l. Mixture – Set Lean as Needed 

12. Before Taxing

a. Flaps Retract & Ammeter – UP, Deflection

b. Lights -- ON as Needed

c. Radios, Avionics Power Switch -- ON 

d. Transponder – Standby

e. ATIS – Check and Note

f. Clearance – Request for Taxi “Jeffco Ground N5224K at Air West Request Taxi Departure to the North with Alpha” 

13. BEFORE TAKEOFF 

a. Brake – Apply & Hold 

b. Cabin Doors -- CLOSED and LATCHED 

c. Fuel Selector Valve -- BOTH 

d. Flight Controls -- FREE and CORRECT 

e. Throttle -- 1700 RPM 

1. Mixture -- LEAN for Max RPM's, RICH below 3000' 

2. Magnetos -- CHECK (RPM drop no more 125 RPM  & 50 RPM diff. Between) 

3. Carburetor Heat -- CHECK (for RPM drop) 

4. Engine Instruments -- CHECK 

5. Ammeter -- CHECK 

6. Suction Gage -- CHECK 

7. Idling Check – Full Retard Throttle, Carb heat On 

8. Throttle Friction Lock -- ADJUST 

f. Flight Instruments -- SET including D.G., A.F., Transponder Alt. 

g. Clearance -- For Takeoff “Jeffco Tower N5224K at 29R Request Takeoff Departure To the North”  

14. TAKEOFF 

a. Wing Flaps -- UP 

b. Carburetor Heat -- COLD 

c. Throttle -- FULL OPEN 

d. Elevator Control -- LIFT NOSE WHEEL at 55 KIAS 

e. Climb Speed -- 70 KIAS 

15. APPROACH (Prior to IAF) 

a. Missed Approach Review -- COMPLETE 

b. ATIS -- ALTIMETER SETTING 

c. Radios -- (NAV/COMM - IDENTIFY) 

d. Time to MAP -- COPY 

e. Heading Indicator -- SET 

f. Altitude -- (MDA-30 sec, DH-50ft) 

16. Before Landing 

a. Gas - -Fuel Selector Valve -- BOTH  

b. Undercarriage -- Landing Gear Down  

c. Mixture -- RICH & Carburetor Heat -- ON 

d. Propeller -- Set Best Pitch

e. Seats, Belts, Harnesses - ADJUST and LOCK
17. SECURING AIRPLANE 

a. Radios -- OFF 

b. Electrical Equipment, Lights -- OFF 

c. Mixture -- IDLE CUT-OFF 

d. Mags – OFF

e. Master Switch – OFF 

f. Flight plan – CLOSE
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Jeffco Freqs


Tower 	118.60


Ground	121.70


Atis	126.25


Vor	115.40








